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  The Marin Breast Cancer Council (MBCC) is delighted to 
announce the recipients of this year's grant awards. The in-
credible commitment and capability of the twenty (20) agen-
cies that submitted proposals totaling $475,000 made the com-
petition this year particularly difficult. After careful considera-

tion by the MBCC Grants Committee, made up of community 
health leaders and MBCC executive board members, thirteen 
Bay Area non-profit organizations were awarded a total of 
$199,973. The funds will be used to support women and their 
families in their journey with breast cancer and to continue to 
support underserved communities by providing education and 
screening services.   

The thirteen non-profit organizations funded this year 
reflect the diversity of services and populations MBCC seeks 
to support. Over half of the organizations support the under-
served and four focus on outreach and education specifically 
of the underserved. Four of the organizations support women 
in the Bay Area and nine primarily support Marin County 
women. Eleven of the organizations primarily focus on sup-
port of women undergoing treatment including eight organiza-
tions that provide emotional support (i.e. support groups) and 
three organizations that provide services (i.e. meals, transpor-
tation, wigs). Over 1000 women will be directly served by 
these remarkable and dedicated organizations during 2003. 

Please see details about each of these organizations on the 
next page�..  

2003 MBCC Grants Awarded  

Several hundred 
attendees shared a 
very special evening 
in March with a 
Cabaret of music 
written and accom-
panied by Tim Di 
Pasqua, a noted 
composer and play-
wright from New 
York. Combining his 
music with the vocal 
talents of sixteen 
local Cabaret and 
Pop performers, Di 
Pasqua's Purpose of Love captured the hopes and dreams of 
his audience.  

(Continued on page 4) 

Cabaret Raises Spirits   

$199,973 in Grants to Support Bay 
Area Organizations

Financial
5% Outreach

26%

Emotional  
Support

56%

Social 
Services

13%

Tim Di Pasqua and Michael Levesque 

Our 8th Annual Fundraiser Fashion show, dinner and 
dance will be held the evening of Saturday, September 20, 
2003 at the Marin Civic Center Exhibit Hall.  This is always 
an inspirational event with an incredible show featuring 40 
models who, survivors of Breast Cancer, demonstrate an 
amazing spirit and passion for life.       

There will be a live and silent auction, raffle, celebrity 
escorts, and�back by popular demand�McCall's Catering 
and dancing to the music of Big Band Beat.       

This year's event will be co-chaired by three past models, 
Susan Dotto '99, 
Terry Nevin �00, and 
Alice Tanner �01.  If 
you would like to 
either model or help, 
it�s guaranteed to be 
fun and rewarding. 
Please contact MBCC 
at 415 455-5882 or 
email us at con-
tactmbcc @aol.com. 

Plans Underway for September 
�Stepping Out 2003�  

Chairs of Stepping Out 2003 
Alice Tanner, Terry Nevin, Susan Dotto 

http://www.marinbcc.org
mailto:@aol.com.
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American Cancer Society, Marin County 
Provides women undergoing treatment for breast cancer with 
wigs and assistance with transportation to and from treatment. 
  

Casting for Recovery 
Provides Marin and Bay Area breast cancer survivors the op-
portunity to experience physical, emotional, and spiritual heal-
ing through a weekend retreat. 
  

Catholic Charities � Marin Asian Advocacy Project 
Provides linguistically and culturally sensitive breast cancer 
education programs and support services to low-income 
Southeast Asian, Chinese, Korean and Russian women, help-
ing them to gain access to currently underutilized screening, 
diagnostic, and treatment resources in Marin County. 
   

Charlotte Maxwell Complementary Clinic 
Provides psychosocial support, financial assistance, advocacy, 
education workshops and activities for low-income women 
with breast cancer in conjunction with Complementary Alter-
native Medicine treatments. 
  

Commonweal 
Provides full and partial scholarships for low-income Marin 
County women with breast cancer to attend a week-long resi-
dential support program for cancer patients at Commonweal in 
Bolinas. 
  

Hospice of Marin 
Provides support services not covered by Medicare, Medi-Cal 
or private insurance, including physical and emotional care, to 
end-stage breast cancer patients and their families. 
  

Institute for Health and Healing At Marin General Hospi-
tal 
This program of Marin General Hospital and Novato Commu-
nity Hospital, addresses the psycho-spiritual needs of women 
with breast cancer through educational, inspirational, and sup-
portive services. Particular programs funded:  guided imagery, 
expressive arts, massage, and specially designed classes and 

workshops. 
 

Marin Community Clinic 
Provides breast screening and educational services to unin-
sured and underinsured women including those with limited 
English proficiency. 
 

Meals of Marin 
Provides two daily life-enhancing, balanced and nutritional 
meals to women with breast cancer and their families. The 
large majority are underserved and underinsured women. 
  

Taking Refuge/Choices in Healing 
Offers weekly yoga and meditation classes for women newly 
diagnosed and currently undergoing treatment for breast can-
cer; provides physical, emotional and spiritual support. 
  

The Marin B.R.E.A.S.T. Center � Marin General Hospital 
Provides a one-stop resource center for people with breast 
health or breast cancer concerns. Services include: an exten-
sive resource library; a clearing house for information about 
breast cancer treatments, resources and events; outreach and 
screening services; collaboration with health care providers to 
serve the needs of breast cancer survivors; support groups, 
educational presentations, post-surgery information sessions 
and image enhancement; translation/mentoring services for 
non-English speaking women; patient mentoring. 
  

Tiburcio Vasquez Health Center, Inc. 
Provides breast cancer education, early detection, and psycho-
social support services to low income and medically indigent 
Latinas in Southern Alameda County. 
  

UCSF Cancer Resource Center 
Provides supportive care services for women with breast can-
cer to promote healing and wellness by attending to their men-
tal, emotional and physical needs. Areas funded:  breast can-
cer support group; ductal carcinoma support group; compli-
mentary and alternative breast cancer support group. 

Locations Served

Marin
74%

Bay Area
26%

MBCC Has Given Away Almost 
$1 Million!
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  2003 Grant Recipients 
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In its continuing mission to reach out and collaborate 
within the community, Marin Breast Cancer Council funded 
a reception in the fall of 2002 honoring breast cancer survi-
vors hosted by the Breast Cancer Coordinating Council of 
Marin. This countywide coordinating council was formed in 
1999 and currently consists of representatives from approxi-
mately 20 community groups, health care organizations and 

(Continued on page 6) 

  Two hundred people joined together at St. Raphael's 
Church to honor and remember all those whose lives have 
been affected by breast cancer. Father Paul Rossi and Cantor 
David Margules led the multi-denominational candlelight ser-
vice co-sponsored by Marin Breast Cancer Council and Marin 
Breast Cancer Watch.  

As the lights dimmed and chimes rang, candles were lit 
remembering loved ones and honoring those who continue to 
battle breast cancer, caregivers, families and friends, bringing 
forth intentions of healing.   Shannon McGowan and Christine 
Schadlich provided inspirational words. Spirits were lifted 
through the gifts of music from the Spanish Choir of St. Raph-
ael�s, the uplifting, hand clapping verses from the Lighthouse 
Singers, and the musical accompaniment of Helen Foster.   

Special thanks to Vicky Otto for her guidance and the 
Church of St. Raphael�s for giving us the opportunity to 
gather, honor and remember. 

       Candlelight Ceremony  
 �.. To Honor, to Remember 

Man to Man is a drop-in, dues-free group open to any 
male whose partner has or has had breast cancer. The break-
fast group which is marking its tenth year in 2003, meets 
weekly at 7:15 a.m., Wednesdays, in Denny�s Restaurant, 
Corte Madera. 

Man to Man meets to exchange views, concerns and 
information. Although the members are apt to talk about and 
even laugh about virtually anything, their emphasis is on 
making newcomers and each other feel less isolated, uncer-
tain, misunderstood or afraid. It has no facilitator, but the 
common interests of the group and respect for each other 
create a mutual bond.   

The men provide an easy, compassionate and confiden-
tial forum in which each member can discuss the challenges 
of being a prime caregiver while coping with the stress and 
frustrations placed on each partner and their relationship. 
Man to Man is a non-judgmental environment that allows 
new attendees to learn from those who are or have been in 
similar places. 

More information is available by calling Woody Wein-
garten at (415) 459-3434 or Marv Edelstein at (415) 457-
4479. 

Kathleen Clark, Executive Board President of MBCC, 
was recently honored by the Marin Breast Cancer Watch as a 
r eci p i en t  of 
�Hon or  Th y 
Healer� award. 
The Marin event 
recognizes pro-
fessionals, part-
ners and those 
who have played 
crucial roles as 
supporters and 
healers of women 
with breast can-
cer.   

K a t h l e e n 
r eceived the 
Shining Star 
Award, a tribute 
to an individual 
wh o dem on-
strates the greatest commitment to helping those with breast 
cancer. Following her diagnosis in 1995, Kathleen became 
involved with MBCC in 1996, chaired  the 1999 �Stepping 
Out� event and currently serves as President of the Board for 
the 2002-03 term.  

Kathleen has made a significant impact on the healing 
process of women facing breast cancer and breast cancer 
health issues through her leadership. Congratulations Kathleen 
for your commitment and leadership! 

Kathleen Clark 

Shining Star Award for 
Kathleen Clark 

MBCC has been awarded a service grant from the Tap-
root Foundation, a volunteer organization that provides Bay 
Area nonprofits with professional service grants. Susan 
MacLeod, MBCC webmaster and 2002 Stepping Out Co-
chair, will be working with a volunteer team from Taproot to 
assess our technology requirements and to select and imple-
ment an effective software solution that will help us address 
our growing data management needs. This grant and the 
project it enables are critical to MBCC evolving into a more 
efficient, effective and focused community-supporting or-
ganization. 

 Aaron Hurst, founder and president of Taproot states: 
"We can't imagine a better partner for starting our Service 
Grant program in Marin County. The Marin Breast Cancer 
Council plays such a critical role in the community and we 
are excited to work with them to enhance their technical 
infrastructure. This project will be the model for dozens of 
Service Grants that we plan to make in Marin in the next few 
years." 

 Further information about Taproot can be viewed at 
their website www.Taprootfoundation.org. 

Role Reversal 

Breast Cancer Coordinating Council of 
Marin:  Improving Effectiveness of Mem-

ber Organizations 

Man to Man:  
Tenth Year for Men�s Group 

http://www.Taprootfoundation.org.


4 

The artists graciously donated their talents to focus our 
attention, awareness and hearts to the ever-growing problem of 
breast cancer in Marin County. They delighted the audience 
with such songs as "What Do I Know," performed by Val Dia-
mond and Teresa Tudury and Meg McKay of Beach Blanket 
Babylon; Wesla Whitfield soulfully performed, "The New 
World". Tim�s beautiful song "Purpose of Love" sung by Mi-
chelle Jordan, asked the Universe to guide us toward love. 
These are but a sampling of the twenty four songs performed 
by the following incredibly talented artists: Val Diamond, 
Wesla Whitfield, Meg MacKay, James Campbell, Kathleen 
Antonia, Opie Bellas, Michael Levesque, Lisa Viggiano, Mi-
chelle Jordan, Scott Grinthal, Kelly Ground, James Iglehart, 
Teresa Tudury, Mark Farrell, Connie Champagne and Michael 
Leroy Brown. 

Michael Levesque, playwright, actor and singer, ap-
proached MBCC and generously offered to donate his time and 
talents toward producing Purpose of Love. Originally per-
formed in New York City as a benefit for AIDS, it fittingly 
echoes the essence of MBCC - to give love, understanding and 
support to others. Michael expresses a deep faith in the power 
of healing when two or more gather in focused thought, word 
and deed. He adds, "The inexhaustible talent of Tim Di Pasqua 
and the amazing gifts he has to offer constantly renews my 
faith in the power of giving. Adding to that the incredible tal-
ents of the entire cast, the commitment of MBCC, the volun-
teers and the donations has been nothing less than   a miracle.� 

The Marin Breast Cancer Council is profoundly grateful to 
Tim Di Pasqua, Michael Levesque and all the talented artists. 
Miracles do happen! 

(Continued from page 1) 

�In Kind� 
 

Flavia Belli 

Helen Foster, Pianist 

Cantor David Margules of Rodef Shalom 

Marin Breast Cancer Watch 

Shannon McGowan 

Vicky Otto 

Father Paul Rossi and St. Raphael's Church 

Christine Schadlich 

Spanish Choir of St. Raphael's 

Helen Stevens and the Lighthouse Singers 

�In Kind� 
 

Bonavita Coffee  
Freemark Abbey Winery 
Montecito Flowers 
Osher Jewish Community Center 
Bill Reid, President Mechanics Bank  
Bonnie Sauter 
Suzy Schuman (Republic of Tea)  
Kathryn Servino 
Cathy Tobin 
The ushers of the J.C.C. 
Whole Foods 
Wingard Candles 

Candlelight Ceremony 

The 2003 Marin Open Studios will be held Saturday & 
Sunday, May 10 & 11 from 11AM - 5PM. Chris Devlin will 
donate 10% of her sales that weekend to MBCC. She is located 
at 57 Santa Maria Drive, Novato, 415-897-2523, artpsy-
che@aol.com. 

Stepping Out 2003 is on Saturday, September 20th at 
the Marin Civic Center Exhibit Hall. If you would like to at-
tend, but have not received an invitation by August 15th, please 
call 415 455-5882 or download our reservation form from our 
website: www.Marinbcc.org. Please make your reservations 
early, for the event has sold out  for the last several  years. 

Rally for the Cause will be held this year at the Marin 
Tennis Club, on Monday, Sept. 29, 2003.  Contact Sue Ohlson 
@ 457-5304 or Judy Gilmore-Page @ 479-0900 for reserva-
tions. 

Cabaret  cont. 

Mark your calendar for the twelfth annual Rally for the 
Cause. A one-day event, with a women's doubles/round robin 
tennis tournament, fashion show, gourmet luncheon, pro/am 
exhibition match and fabulous silent auction, will be held this 
year at Marin Tennis Club, on Monday, Sept. 29, 
2003.  Reservations for tennis and lunch, or lunch only, can be 
made by contacting Sue Ohlson @ 457-5304 or Judy Gilmore-
Page @ 479-0900. 

Rally for the Cause was first held in 1992 and raised $7500 
to benefit breast cancer education, research and patient services 
in Marin County.  Over the past eleven years the tournament 
has continually gained momentum as a major charitable event, 
and in 2002 approximately $70,000 was raised to help promote 
local breast cancer programs.  

Always a sell-out, avoid disappointment and get your res-
ervation early! 

12th year for Rally for the Cause   

Upcoming Events�Mark Your Calendar 

We Thank You for Your Support! 

Performers 
Kathleen Antonia 
Opie Bellas 
Michael Leroy Brown 
James Campbell 
Connie Champagne 
Val Diamond 
Tim Di Pasqua 
Mark Farrell 
Scott Grinthal 
Kelly Ground 
James Iglehart 
Michelle Jordan 
Michael Levesque 
Meg MacKay 
Teresa Tudury 
Lisa Viggiano 
Wesla Whitfield 

Cabaret 

mailto:che@aol.com.
http://www.Marinbcc.org
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Marin Breast Cancer Council Donations 

M/M Jack B. Anderson  
 by Barbara and Pete Anderson 
Susan Belling 
 by Robert Martin 
Barbara and John Conroy 
 by Karla Talkoff 
Michael G. Dab, DDS  
 by Denise Frey 

            Claudia Golding 
            Sandra Kurland 
            Renae Schnee 
Jeanne Flynn  
 by Therese Pedemonte  
Madelene Lees  
 by Elaine and Paul Gormsen 
Susan MacLeod  
 by Paul Hall 
Tehani Mosconi/Robert Nelson 
 by Gary Von Wittenmeier 
Louise "Jetta" Sciutti 
 by Jeanne and Adolph Capurro 
Elaine See 
 by Beth and Jack Hanson 
M/M Brock Settlemier  
 by Catherine Hughes 
Suzy Silk  

 by Catherine Hughes 
Cristi Tallman 
 by M/M Lawrence J.Stupski 

Barclay's Global Investors (Employees) 
Judy Barr (and Aerobics Class) 
Constance Chapman 
Karol Clark  
Nancy and Jerome Denz 
Nancy and Don Dole 
Helga Epstein 
Vermeda and Danny Fred 
Rebecca Frye 
Shirley and Kenneth Goodin 
Mr. and Mrs. P.J. Grasso 
Laurie Gregory 
Lisa Johnson 
Linda Kaulukukui  
Wendell and Claire-Marie Laidley 
Marin Speakers Series 
Dianne Maxon 
Elizabeth Anne Olesker 
Kathleen Pomeroy 
Paul Purdom 
Louis G. Spadia 
United Bay Area Charitable 
Westamerica Bancorporation 
Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Kim Wight 

Donations to Honor General 

Jill Anderson  
  by Judith Ann Hallman 
       Cindy Love  

Janice Chiricosta  
  by Nancy J. Trenner 

Judy Evans Davis 
  by Annie and Sid Sheray 

Irene Dole 
  by Thomas R. Bales, DDS 
       Harriett Ballinger  
       Mary Lou Mahalak 
       Barbara Munden/Jerry Kenney 
       Jenelle and Spencer Rank 
       Mr. and Mrs. Henry Wouters 

John Early 
  by Lucie Alexander 
       Jill Ames 
       Brenda Evans 

Mary Joan Gallagher  
   by Jeanne and Gordon Flynn 

Nancy Olson 
  by Kristina and William Anthony 
       Maureen M. Hopkins 
       Lorraine and Alfred Mason 
       Barbara and John Mitchell 
       Madeleine M. Mullane 
       Norma Opgrand  
       Kiki and Michael Pescatello 
       Garnet and Vern Phillips 
       Julie and Edwin Ryu 
Anna and Joseph Segale  

   by Barbara and Paul Cerruti 
Edward R. Stauber  

  by Lee Avedano 
      June and Kenneth Black 
      Bruce J. Fairey 
      Evelyn and Roy Hoffman 
      Beverly McNear 
      Marjorie M. Shivell 
      Dorothy H.Simon 

Donations in Memory 
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Marin Breast Cancer Council 
P.O. Box 511 
Kentfield, CA  94914 
415 455-5882 
 
Return Service Requested 
  
 

NON PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
PERMIT NO.  00893 
SAN RAFAEL, CA 

 Raise funds for nonprofit organizations providing: 
 emotional, educational and non-medical support to 

women diagnosed with breast cancer 
 educational and screening services pertaining to 

breast health and breast cancer; 

 Join together women diagnosed with breast cancer to par-
ticipate in an emotionally uplifting and life-affirming ex-
perience 

 Promote cooperation and support among local breast can-
cer organizations 

Martha Auld 

Susan Belling 

Jeanne Capurro 

Kathleen Clark 

Teri Dowling 

Lori Lowrance 

Betty Matarangas 

Elaine McCarthy 

Barbara Piazza 

Gail Womack 

 

Our Mission 2003 MBCC Executive Board 

 I would like to make a donation to Marin Breast Cancer 
Council: 
   Name _______________________________________ 
   Address _____________________________________ 
   City _____________________________Zip ________ 
This donation of $ ____________  is in: 
    (    )  honor of ________________________________ 
    (    )  memory of ______________________________ 
 
Please send an acknowledgment card to:       
    Name _______________________________________ 
    Address ____________________________________  
    City _________________________  Zip __________ 
   
Your contribution is tax deductible. Please send your dona-
tion to:  
 

Marin Breast Cancer Council 
P.O. Box 511    Kentfield CA  94914 

 

Enclosed Լ Check  or�ԼCredit Card (Visa/MC/AMEX) 
 

Card # ________________________________________   
Exp Date: _________ 

Donation 

Marin Breast Cancer Council 

government. The group meets every two months to share infor-
mation regarding developments related to breast health, cancer 
services and resources in Marin County. Its mission is to support 
the right of all women to have access to compassionate, compe-
tent and accessible breast health care, as well as the right to a 
healthy environment in which to live /work. 

 Xania Robinson, (Breast Cancer Project Coordinator, 
County of Marin Department of Health and Human Services) 
�Our goal is to work together to improve the community�s capac-
ity to address the high incidence of breast cancer in Marin 
County. Over the next few months strategic planning will occur 
in order to focus the Council�s activities and develop a work plan 
for the next year.� 

 Gail Womack, MBCC executive board member, represents 
MBCC at the BCCC meetings.  �It is exciting to see how our 
community groups are reaching out to each other. With the high 
rate of breast cancer in our county the partnership of our organi-
zations can make a difference. Sharing resources and information 
makes each of our individual efforts more efficient.� 

(Continued from page 3) 

Breast Cancer Coordinating Council�cont. 

Please contact us at contactmbcc@aol.com if you are receiving 
multiple copies of the newsletter or wish to be removed from 
our mailing list. 

mailto:contactmbcc@aol.com

