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Letters
Confine them to 250 words. We don’t 
have room for all of the letters we re-
ceive; we give preference to shorter let-
ters and to letters from people who live in 
Marin or Southern Sonoma counties. Let-
ters are edited for length, grammar, spell-
ing, clarity, style, libel and civility. We do 

not publish form letters, “open” letters, 
petitions, individual consumer complaints 
or letters published elsewhere. Letters 
must include the writer’s name, address 
and daytime phone number so we can 
verify authorship (we publish only the 
writer’s name and hometown).

Columns are limited to 600 words and 
are edited like letters (see left). We give 
preference to writers who have personal 
or professional expertise on a topic. Sub-
missions must include the writer’s name, 
address and daytime phone number for 
verification of authorship.

Marin Voices
All submissions become the property 
of the Marin Independent Journal 
and cannot be returned. They may be 
republished in any publication of the 
Marin Independent Journal. Because 
of the volume of submissions, we 
cannot respond individually.

Terms
E-MAIL: opinion@marinij.com 
PHONE: 382-7291

Contact

E-mail submissions are preferred for letters and Marin Voice 
columns to the address above. Typed submissions may 
be mailed or faxed. Fax to 883-5458 or mail to Readers’ 
Forum, Marin IJ, 150 Alameda del Prado, Novato 94949.
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EDITORIAL

Our legal system is guilty too
Edward Schaefer had eight 

prior DUI convictions? The legal 
system clearly bears partial guilt 
for the death of Melody Osheroff. 

It is the responsibility of pub-
lic servants to ensure the public 
welfare. The Edward Schaefers 
of the world can be imprisoned 
after the fact, but unless the legal 
system takes decisive preventive 
action to remove recidivist drunk 
drivers from the streets, we all 
remain in danger.

Robert Brennan, FAIRFAX

Health should come first
The IJ’s June 28 editorial, “Ice 

cream ban may not be best les-
son for students,” addressed the 
Novato Unified School District’s 
proposal to  create a barrier for 
mobile vendors of in front of 
Novato’s schools. 

While this editorial acknowl-
edged and supported the concept 
of encouraging healthy eating 
habits among youth, it also con-
demned the admirable efforts of 
the district.

As noted in the editorial, “help-
ing kids see the value in making 
healthy choices is an appropriate 
educational approach.” It is also 
an approach that is implemented 
in the curriculum of Novato’s 
schools. 

In saying that, using this edu-
cational approach and then con-
doning the consumption of sweets  
is rather contradictory. Certainly, 
it would be an ambiguous mes-
sage for students for Novato’s 
educators to allow these mobile 
vendors to continue selling their 
unhealthy commodities so close 
to campuses.

Studies have proven that youth 
will consume food that is in the 

closest proximity to them and 
therefore the most convenient; 
which is why banning an ice 
cream truck from stopping on a 
public street is not prohibiting 
them from making a choice. It is 
allowing them a fair opportunity 
to make a choice. 

The district should be ap-
plauded for being the only district 
in Marin to aggressively support 
their messages about healthy eat-
ing habits and to act as a model 
district for the rest of the other 
districts in the county.  

Joelle Appenrodt, JUNIOR, 

SAN RAFAEL HIGH SCHOOL, MEMBER, 

MARIN COUNTY YOUTH COMMISSION

Tiburon may have right idea
Regarding the July 28 story,  

“Tiburon license plate cameras,” 
when an already low-crime com-
munity, of very successful, highly 

educated, historically liberal- 
minded registered voters, opts to 
install license plate cameras at 
strategic locations, within their 
city, perhaps the naysayers and 
slippery slope theorists should 
dummy up and pay attention.

George Alboff, SAN ANSELMO

Mobilehome owners’ victory
June 29 marked the culmina-

tion of an 18-month property 
rights battle at the state capitol 
that resulted in victory and relief 
for the roughly 700,000 captive 
homeowners in mobile/manu-
factured home communities in 
California.

On that day, Assemblyman 
Charles Calderon’s dangerous 
anti-rent control bill, AB 7651, 
was killed in the Senate Judiciary 
Committee.

Thank you to all who joined 

the Golden State Manufactured-
home Owners League in making 
calls and writing letters to urge 
the committee and other legisla-
tors to reject the dreadful bill.

In its original form, AB 761 
would have allowed a doubling 
of lot rents when manufactured 
homes were sold in land-lease 
communities. That could have 
meant for every $100 increase in 
lot rent, the value of the immobile 
home would drop by $10,000, de-
stroying most of its worth.

I want to commend Marin’s 
Senator, Mark Leno, for voting 
against the bill. We are very for-
tunate and grateful to have his 
support. He has consistently sup-
ported us and deserves support.

Dick Heine, PRESIDENT, 

CONTEMPO MARIN 

HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION, 

SAN RAFAEL

READERS’ FORUM
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IN 2008, at the age of 46, I 
was at “the top of my game” 
— young, healthy and, like 

most others my age, I felt invin-
cible. Then I discovered a lump in 
my breast.

A mammogram confirmed I had 
breast cancer. 

Until the mammogram, there 
was no way for me to know that 
this insidious disease was already 
assaulting my body. I underwent 
a lumpectomy, four rounds of 
chemotherapy and six weeks 
of radiation. I continue taking 
medication. I am now, thankfully, 
“cancer free.” 

So earlier this year, I was par-
ticularly alarmed to read of the 
severe cuts that the California 
Department of Health made to 
its California Detection Program, 
ironically titled “Every Woman 
Counts.” 

The program has been provid-
ing funds for screening mam-
mograms and diagnostic testing, 
including surgical biopsies, for 
uninsured and underinsured indi-
viduals 40 and older. The reduc-
tions included a ban on all new 
enrollments and the exclusion of 
women ages 40 to 49 from access-
ing California Detection Program 
funds, essentially eliminating 
all breast cancer screenings for 
women under the age of 50.

 According to its own records, 
the state estimates that 350,000 
women will seek services through 
the Every Woman Counts pro-
gram during the 2009-10 budget 
year, and that these two policy 

changes will result in about 
100,000 fewer women being 
served by the program. 

By disqualifying nearly one-
third of the program’s potential 
recipients and disproportionately 
increasing the risk to women 
from low-income communities, 
both under and over the age of 50, 
these cutbacks serve as a poten-
tial death sentence to those they 
exclude. 

Research has shown that the 
early detection of breast cancer is 
a crucial key to eventually surviv-
ing the disease. When her breast 
cancer is detected early, before 
it has spread beyond the breast, 
a woman has more than a 95 

percent chance of surviving five 
years. When the cancer has al-
ready spread to other parts of her 
body, her chance of survival for 
this period drops precipitously, as 
low as 25 percent. 

In California alone, more than 
20,000 women will be diagnosed 
with breast cancer this year and 
more than 4,000 will lose their 
battle.   

When I was first diagnosed, 
I discovered that there is a sis-
terhood among breast cancer 
survivors — like a sorority you 
didn’t ask to join. It is an experi-
ence we share that someone who 
hasn’t been through it can’t quite 
understand. It forces you to take a 
moment to consider what’s impor-
tant and what’s not.  

For me, surviving breast cancer 
has been a positive, life-changing 
experience. I take more time to 
smell the roses, and try to enjoy 
every day and not sweat the small 
stuff. But I have also lost some 
dear friends to this disease, some 
of whom could have been saved 
through earlier detection and 
treatment. I hope we can limit the 
number who join this “sorority” 
and support those who do with 
every resource possible.

A state Assembly bill to re-
instate these groups into the 
California Detection Program 
program is stalled in committee. 
Meanwhile, every day women go 
about their lives, some are un-
aware of their vulnerability, oth-
ers are frightened by a lump but 
are unable to afford treatment.

Let’s make every woman count

Lisa Stranko-Seiler of Novato volun-
teers with To Celebrate Life Breast 
Cancer Foundation, a nonprofit  that 
raises money to support women and 
men living with breast health issues. 
The organization is focusing this year 
on providing funding for services that 
bridge the gaps in state funding for 
screening programs.

LISASTRANKO-SEILER

THE STABBING 
death of Edward 
Schaefer, who was 

convicted of murder for 
killing a 9-year-old Novato 
girl while driving drunk, 
was a shocking turn in a 
tragic case.

Schaefer was stabbed nu-
merous times at San Quen-
tin State Prison by another 
inmate with a handmade 
weapon.

His death is a reminder 
that prison is a violent 
place where inmates some-
times mete out their own 
form of justice.

Our legal system had 
decided that Schaefer 
should spend at least 24 
years behind bars for kill-
ing Melody Osheroff. In 
May 2009, the 44-year-old 
Schaefer was drunk and 
speeding through a San 
Marin Drive intersection 
when he hit Melody and 
her father, Aaron, who were 
in the crosswalk. Melody 
died. Her father survived 
but lost his leg. 

Schaefer, who had eight 
previous convictions for 
driving under the influ-
ence, was convicted of 
second degree murder. Two 
weeks ago he received the 
maximum sentence — 24 
years to life.

 Schaefer was in the 
reception center at San 
Quentin when he was 
stabbed by an inmate 
serving 60 years to life for 
murder. It was the first in-
mate-on-inmate killing at 
the prison since 1996.

Schaefer’s long sentence, 
imposed by Judge Terrence 
Boren, should have sent a 
strong message to other re-
peat drunken drivers.

The Schaefer case also 
sent a message to Sacra-
mento, where Assembly-
man Jared Huffman intro-
duced legislation to keep 

chronic drunken drivers off 
the road. 

We are not sure what 
message was sent by 
Schaefer’s death at the 
hands of another convicted 
murderer.

We hope his death re-
minds prison officials that 
they need to take all neces-
sary precautions to protect 
notorious inmates.  

Some say Schaefer got 
what he deserved.

But that’s not the justice 
our legal system meted out. 
It decided  he should spend 
the next 24 years behind 
bars, giving him plenty of 
time to think about the 
heinous crime he had com-
mitted and all the heart-
break he had created by 
continuing to drive drunk 
and recklessly.

He clearly thought the 
laws of a civilized society 
did not apply to him. A 
little girl paid with her life, 
leaving behind a grieving 
family and community. 

Aaron, Melody’s father, 
wanted Schaefer to spend 
his time behind bars re-
flecting on what he had 
done. He says Schaefer got 
off too easy.

Would Schaefer have fi-
nally gotten the message 
during his decades behind 
bars? We will never know. 
We do know that he finally 
apologized in public for the 
first time at his sentencing.

Some inmates who com-
mit horrific crimes do turn 
their lives around in pris-
on. Our laws are written to 
give them that chance. 

Another killer eliminated 
that chance for Schaefer.

The system that failed 
Melody Osheroff, failed 
again Monday at San 
Quentin. 

Prison murder 
raises questions 
about justice


